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12.
Account of Phoibammon for Building Expenses1

P.Prag. Gr. II 172  12,5 × 9 cm    5th/6th century AD
Provenance (?)

The papyrus is incomplete, the bottom is missing. Traces of a few faded letters of a pre-
vious text are recognizable e.g. in l. 2. The hand is a rather practiced semi-cursive, which 
can be compared to P.Prag. I 45 (522), P.Oxy. LXXII 4913 (462) and P.Oxy.  LXVIII 4700 
(504). These parallels support a date to the second half of the 5th or the beginning of 
the 6th century. The Coptic l. 11 appears to have been written with slightly larger and 
heavier letters, yet the extant text does not offer adequate basis for telling whether a dif-
ferent scribe was involved, or whether the same scribe is using a different graphic style. 
Double oblique strokes are employed to divide units in the account. The back is blank.

The papyrus preserves the account of Phoibammon for expenses paid to the 
carpenter(s) (l. 6–9), for a window (l. 11), and for unknown purposes in the 
months of Phamenoth and Pharmouthi. The scribe started with registering three 
keratia up to Phamenoth 28, followed by a fourth on an unknown day of Pha-
menoth (l. 9), which he indicated also by adding l. 5 to the title, and then he 
continued with three extra entries in Pharmouthi. The second line, which was 
also added subsequently, might sum up ll. 10–12, in which case the account is 
complete, or it might constitute an extra entry. The most remarkable feature of 
this account is the insertion of one item (ϩⲓ ϣⲱϣⲧ l. 11) in Coptic, which also 
breaks the organization principle of the lines (date fi rst). This unusual example 
of bilingualism within a text may result from the scribe not knowing the Greek 
word for window. A parallel case is P.Leid. Inst. XXV 79 (7th cent.).

→
 1             χμγ † Ϟ̣θ̣ 
 2  Φαρμοῦθι // ι // κερ(άτια) τρία // γ//
 3 † λό(γοϲ) Φοιβάμμωνοϲ Φαμενὼθ // κη̣
 4  (vac.)   κεράτια τρία //γ//
 5 οὕ(τωϲ) τέταρτον κατὰ ἡμέραϲ

 1 The publication of the present text and the text No. 13 has been prepared with the fi nancial 
support of the research project OTKA NN 104456.
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 6   Φαμενὼθ // κ̣δ̣ // τέκ(τονι/τοϲι?) ἓν // α
 7  Φαμενὼθ // κ̣ε̣ // τέκ(τονι/τοϲι?) ἓν // α
 8 Φαμενὼθ // κ̣ζ // τέκ(τονι/τοϲι?) ἓν // α
 9 Φαμενὼθ [] τέκ(τονι/τοϲι?) ἓν // α
 10  Φαρμοῦθι [ ca. 8]
 11 ϩⲓ̣ ϣⲱϣ[ⲧ ca. 8]
 12 [Φαρ]μ̣οῦθ̣[ι ca. 9]
  —  —  —  —  —  

2. κερ  pap. 3.  pap. 6–9. τεκ  pap.

“χμγ † amen. 
Pharmouthi 10: three keratia, 3. 
† Account of Phoibammon, Phamenoth 28, 
three keratia, 3, 
thus: the fourth, according to the days: 
Phamenoth 24, to the carpenter(s?), one, 1; 
Phamenoth 25, to the carpenter(s?), one, 1; 
Phamenoth 27, to the carpenter(s?), one, 1; 
Phamenoth ? to the carpenter(s?), one, 1; 
Pharmouthi…; 
for window…; 
Pharmouthi…”

Commentary

1. χμγ † Ϟ̣θ̣: Both Christian symbols appear on document headings and ends from the 
4th century on. Ϟθ is a well-known isopsephism for amen. The meaning of χμγ is un-
certain, it has been interpreted as an isopsephism for θεὸϲ βοηθόϲ, an abbreviation for 
Χριϲτὸν Μαρία γεννᾷ vel. sim., or Χριϲτὸϲ μάρτυϲ γένηται vel. sim. The exact signifi -
cance might have been lost already in antiquity. For recent discussion and bibliography 
see M. CHOAT, Belief and Cult in the Fourth-Century Papyri, Turnhout 2006, pp. 114–115 
and F. Mitthof, CPR XXIII, pp. 217–218.

3. Φαμενὼθ κη: Although η is only imperfectly visible, and could be a faded letter of 
the previous script, the structure of the account suggests that the date should be greater 
than or equal to 27 (l. 8), which supports 28 here. The fi rst version of the list was ap-
parently written one day after the last payment of the fi rst three keratia was made, and 
it was supplemented later. The actual beginning of the account is marked by a cross.
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5. This line was added subsequently between l. 4 and 6, together with the division line 
that was formed as an extension to the abbreviation οὕ(τωϲ) and the fi nal ϲ of ἡμέραϲ. 
While τέταρτον could mean a quarter as well, referring to payments of ¼ keratia each 
day rather than one, the fact that the account lists payments of one keration, and that 
l. 4 was added subsequently supports the hypothesis of a reference to a fourth keration, 
a continuation to the account.

6. τέκ(τονι/τοϲι?): The reading is clear in all four lines, the interpretation is not. The 
abbreviation of the word is well-attested, e.g. in P.Cair.Masp. II 67145 (Aphrodito, 524 
to 554), P.Cair.Masp. III 67288 4r.11 (Aphrodito, 6th cent.), P.Eirene I 33 (Hermopo-
lites, fi rst half of 7th cent.), or P.Jena II 33 (Hermopolites, late 5th–6th cent.). The 
dative is justifi ed by the fact that the account is for expenses (cf. l. 11 ϩⲓ ϣⲱϣⲧ “for 
window”). Plural is equally conceivable. The lack of the defi nite article is unexpected, 
but cf. P.Kell. IV 96 1755–1756 (361/62 or 379/380, τέκτον̣ι μ(άτια) β) or P.Mich. XV 
740.23 (6th cent., κονδιταρ(ίῳ) ὁμοί(ωϲ) μυ(ριάδαϲ) ϙ).

9. Φαμενὼθ []: If the process of drawing up of the account is reconstructed cor-
rectly, the number should be greater than or equal to 28, thus 28, 29 and 30 are the 
likely candidates.

10. Φαρμοῦθι: The date of this and the last entry should fall between 1 and 10 Phar-
mouthi.

11. ϩⲓ̣ ϣⲱϣ[ⲧ]: Although the beginning of the line is mutilated, there is not enough 
space for the defi nite article ⲡ or the indefi nite ⲟⲩ.

ÁGNES T. MIHÁLYKÓ
Universitetet i Oslo
agi.mihalyko@gmail.com
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