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Abstract 

Deposition of amyloid beta (Aβ) into plaques is a major hallmark of Alzheimer’s disease (AD). Different amyloid precur‑
sor protein (APP) mutations cause early-onset AD by altering the production or aggregation properties of Aβ. We 
recently identified the Uppsala APP mutation (APPUpp), which causes Aβ pathology by a triple mechanism: increased 
β-secretase and altered α-secretase APP cleavage, leading to increased formation of a unique Aβ conformer that rap‑
idly aggregates and deposits in the brain. The aim of this study was to further explore the effects of APPUpp in a trans‑
genic mouse model (tg-UppSwe), expressing human APP with the APPUpp mutation together with the APPSwe 
mutation. Aβ pathology was studied in tg-UppSwe brains at different ages, using ELISA and immunohistochemistry. 
In vivo PET imaging with three different PET radioligands was conducted in aged tg-UppSwe mice and two other 
mouse models; tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe. Finally, glial responses to Aβ pathology were studied in cell culture models 
and mouse brain tissue, using ELISA and immunohistochemistry. Tg-UppSwe mice displayed increased β-secretase 
cleavage and suppressed α-secretase cleavage, resulting in AβUpp42 dominated diffuse plaque pathology appear‑
ing from the age of 5–6 months. The γ-secretase cleavage was not affected. Contrary to tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice, 
tg-UppSwe mice were [11C]PiB-PET negative. Antibody-based PET with the 3D6 ligand visualized Aβ pathology in all 
models, whereas the Aβ protofibril selective mAb158 ligand did not give any signals in tg-UppSwe mice. Moreover, 
unlike the other two models, tg-UppSwe mice displayed a very faint glial response to the Aβ pathology. The tg-Upp‑
Swe mouse model thus recapitulates several pathological features of the Uppsala APP mutation carriers. The pre‑
sumed unique structural features of AβUpp42 aggregates were found to affect their interaction with anti-Aβ antibod‑
ies and profoundly modify the Aβ-mediated glial response, which may be important aspects to consider for further 
development of AD therapies.
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Introduction
Accumulation of amyloid beta (Aβ) as plaques and tau as 
tangles, accompanied by various degrees of astrocytosis 
and microgliosis, are the main pathological hallmarks 
in the Alzheimer’s disease (AD) brain. The Aβ peptide 
spontaneously aggregates into different structures that 
differ not only in their aggregation states, but also in their 
impact on the surrounding brain milieu. Among such 
Aβ species, oligomers and protofibrils are considered to 
be the most toxic forms that drive neurodegeneration 
in AD (reviewed in [17]). Studies on familial AD (FAD) 
mutations have provided a mechanistic understanding 
of Aβ generation and deposition. For example, the APP-
Swe mutation promotes β-secretase cleavage and thereby 
increased formation of Aβ [25], while the APPArc muta-
tion leads to a conformational change of the Aβ peptide 
(AβArc) that facilitates the formation of Aβ oligomers 
and protofibrils. Further, APPLon and other mutations 
located close to the C terminal end of the Aβ-domain 
in APP favor generation of longer and more aggregation 
prone Aβ variants. Apart from affecting Aβ production, 
FAD mutations can also influence the fibrillar structure 
of Aβ deposits [41].

We recently discovered a new APP mutation, APPUpp, 
a six amino acid (aa) deletion within the Aβ pep-
tide which leads to higher levels of Aβ by an increased 
β-secretase cleavage and a shifted location of α-secretase 
cleavage. In addition, this deletion promotes rapid fibrilli-
zation of mutated Aβ42 (AβUpp1-42Δ19–24) that deposits 
as unique polymorphs in the affected brain [27]. Thus, 
this is the first example of an APP mutation that causes 
AD via several pathogenetic mechanisms.

Further insights into the pathophysiological mecha-
nisms of Aβ aggregation and deposition can be gained by 
in vivo investigations of animal models expressing human 
APP with FAD mutations [34]. We have previously gen-
erated the tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe lines, both under the 
Thy-1 promoter [20], that display various features of 
Aβ brain pathology. Tg-ArcSwe mice, with the APPSwe 
mutation for increased Aβ production and the APPArc 
for increased Aβ aggregation, display early deposition of 
Aβ plaques composed of fibrils with a structure similar 
to that found in the brains of sporadic AD patients [20, 
29, 42]. On the other hand, tg-Swe mice that express 
only wild-type Aβ (Aβwt) have a later plaque deposi-
tion, starting at the age of 10–12 months, with somewhat 
more loosely structured plaques composed of fibrils of 
the same structure as in some forms of FAD-related Aβ 
brain deposits [20, 29, 42]. Moreover, both these and 
other FAD models feature activation of glial cells as a 
response to the Aβ pathology. Both astrocytes and micro-
glia are closely associated with Aβ plaques in the mod-
els and are presumably involved both in Aβ elimination 

and in formation of the dense core of amyloid plaques. 
The impact of glial cells in AD pathology has therefore 
recently received much attention.

Apart from explaining pathological mechanisms, APP 
transgenic mice have proven useful for the development 
of novel therapeutic and diagnostic approaches. As an 
example, the tg-ArcSwe model was used for the preclini-
cal efficacy studies of mAb158, the murine parent of the 
anti-Aβ monoclonal antibody lecanemab, which selec-
tively recognizes soluble Aβ protofibrils [2]. Lecanemab 
was recently approved by the US Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) for treatment of AD after a successful 
phase III clinical trial [40].

In the present study, we developed a new mouse model 
(tg-UppSwe), with transgenic expression of APPUpp, 
combined with APPSwe, to further explore the pathoge-
netic effects of the APPUpp mutation, both in  vivo and 
ex vivo. We hypothesized that the altered APPUpp pro-
cessing and rapid aggregation of AβUpp would resemble 
that of human APPUpp mutation carriers [27], leading 
to specific pathological features of this mouse model. 
Mainly, we found that tg-UppSwe mice display aggres-
sive Aβ aggregation, leading to widespread and abundant 
diffuse plaque pathology with a distinct structure that 
is differentially detected by antibodies in  vivo and does 
not activate glial cells. These findings provide important 
insights into the mechanisms of Aβ related pathology and 
may guide future development of therapies against AD.

Methods
Animals
To generate the tg-UppSwe mouse line, cDNA of human 
APP (hAPP) with the APPSwe (KM670/671NL) [25] and 
the APPUpp (690-695Δ) [27] mutations was inserted into 
the murine Thy-1323-cassette, as previously described 
for the generation of the tg-Swe and tg-ArcSwe mouse 
lines [20]. Tg-UppSwe mice will therefore be fully com-
parable to tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe in terms of any poten-
tial promoter induced effects. The linearized DNA 
was injected into oocytes at the Karolinska Center 
for Transgene Technologies (KCTT, Karolinska Insti-
tute, Stockholm, Sweden), resulting in nine founders of 
both sexes. The tg-UppSwe mouse line was established 
from one male founder by heterozygous breeding on a 
C57/BL6J-BomTac background. Upon further breed-
ing, mice of both sexes from generation 6–8 were used 
in the study. For comparison, sex- and age-matched 
wildtype (wt) littermates were included. Presence of the 
human transgene was confirmed by PCR, using two sets 
of primer pairs that framed the Thy-1 basal promoter 
region and the APP coding region. Copy numbers of the 
human APP gene inserted in the mouse genome were 
assessed using TaqMan real-time PCR. In short, DNA 
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was extracted from mouse brain tissue using DNeasy 
Blood & Tissue Kit (Qiagen, Germany). Taqman human 
APP assay Hs01255859_cn, together with an internal 
copy number reference (mouse transferrin receptor gene, 
Tfrc), was used according to the manufacturer’s instruc-
tions (Thermo Fisher Scientific, USA). Quantitative PCR 
(qPCR) was performed on the StepOnePlus™ Real-Time 
PCR System and results were analyzed by the Copy-
Caller v2.1 software (Thermo Fisher Scientific, USA). 
Tg-UppSwe mice were compared with tg-ArcSwe mice, 
expressing hAPP with the APPArc (E693G) and APPSwe 
mutations, and with tg-Swe mice, harboring only the 
APPSwe mutation [20]. In addition, wt mice were used 
for generation of primary cell cultures. All mice were 
bred on a C57/BL6J-BomTac background. The total num-
ber of animals included in the study is given in Table 1. 
All procedures were approved by the Stockholm North 
or Uppsala County Animal Ethics boards (N174-15, C85-
16, 5.8.18-13350/17, 5.8.18-20401/20), following the rules 
and regulations of the Swedish Animal Welfare Agency, 
and were in compliance with the European Communities 
Council Directive of 22 September 2010 (2010/63/EU).

Brain tissue homogenization and Aβ ELISAs
Fresh frozen brain tissue (cerebrum) was homog-
enized at a 1:5 tissue:buffer ratio, using a Precellys 
Evolution homogenizer (Bertin Technologies, Mon-
tigny-Le-Bretonneux, France) to sequentially extract 
TBS, TBS with 0.5% Triton X-100 (TBS-T) and formic 
acid (FA) soluble fractions of Aβ. After homogenization 
in TBS, samples were centrifuged at 16,000× g for 1 h at 
4 °C (TBS16K). For a subset of experiments, a fraction of 
this supernatant was further centrifuged at 100,000× g 
followed by collection of the supernatant (TBS100K). 
Homogenization of the remaining tissue pellet was 
repeated according to the same procedure with TBS-T, 
then followed by FA (Additional file 1: Fig. S1).

Brain extracts were analyzed with Aβ1-40 and Aβ1-42 
ELISAs, as previously described [27]. In brief, 96-well 
half-area plates were coated over night with 50  ng/well 
of anti-Aβ40 (custom production, Agrisera) or anti-Aβ42 
(700254, Thermo Fisher Scientific, USA), then blocked 

with 1% BSA in PBS for 3  h at RT. TBS16K, TBS-T and 
FA brain extracts were diluted in ELISA incubation 
buffer (PBS, 0.1% BSA, 0.05% Tween) and incubated over 
night at 4 °C, followed by detection with 0.5 µg/ml bioti-
nylated 3D6 and HRP-conjugated streptavidin (Mabtech 
AB, Nacka, Sweden). Signals were developed with K Blue 
Aqueous TMB substrate (Neogen Corp., Lexington, KA, 
US). Plates were developed and read with a spectropho-
tometer at 450 nm.

The TBS and TBS-T extracts were also analyzed for 
soluble Aβ aggregates using two different sandwich ELI-
SAs. The first, based on 3D6 as both capture and detec-
tion antibody, allows for detection of Aβ aggregates from 
the size of a dimer, but not for monomeric Aβ. The sec-
ond preferentially detects larger soluble Aβ aggregates as 
it utilizes the Aβ protofibril selective antibody mAb158 
for capture and 3D6 for detection [23]. Ninety-six-well 
half-area plates were coated over night with 3D6 (50 ng/
well) and blocked with 1% BSA in PBS for 3 h at RT. Brain 
extracts were diluted in ELISA incubation buffer (PBS, 
0.1% BSA, 0.05% Tween) and incubated over night at 
4 °C, followed by 3D6-biotin detection and development 
as above.

Immunohistochemistry and thioflavin S staining
Right hemispheres from fresh frozen mouse brains were 
sectioned at 20  µm. Next, the sections were fixed with 
4% paraformaldehyde and treated with pre-heated cit-
rate buffer, pH 6.3, for 30  min followed by 70% formic 
acid for 5 min. Aβ was visualized with anti-Aβ40 (Agri-
sera, Umeå, Sweden), anti-Aβ42 1:1000 (700254, Thermo 
Fisher Scientific, USA), mAb158 or 3D6 1:1000 (in-house 
expression); activated astrocytes with anti-GFAP 1:200 
(Abcam, Cambridge, UK); and microglia with antibod-
ies against Iba1 (1:200) (Wako chemicals, Richmond, VA) 
and TREM2 1:200 (AF1729; R&D, Abingdon, UK). For 
colorimetric staining the Vector NovaRED™ horse rad-
ish peroxidase (HRP) substrate kit (Vector Laboratories, 
Burlingame, CA) was used for detection while for fluo-
rescent staining Alexa secondary antibodies were used 
(Thermo Fisher Scientific, USA). For thioflavin S (ThS) 
staining, sections were pretreated in 95% and 70% etha-
nol (3  min in each), and quickly rinsed in water before 
they were incubated in 0.1% ThS for 10 min. Finally, the 
sections were briefly washed in 80% ethanol and water, 
dehydrated in ethanol, cleared in xylene and mounted 
with DPX.

Array tomography
Fresh brain tissue was collected from an 18-month-old 
tg-UppSwe mouse [11, 14]. Small tissue blocks contain-
ing cortex were fixed in 4% paraformaldehyde and 2.5% 
sucrose in 20 mM phosphate buffered saline pH 7.4 (PBS) 

Table 1  Number of animals used in the study

Age (months) tg-UppSwe tg-ArcSwe tg-Swe wt total

4–6 10 – – 3 13

8–10 10 – – – 10

13–14 10 – – – 10

17–19 35 9 9 9 62

Total 65 9 9 12 95



Page 4 of 16Pagnon de la Vega et al. Acta Neuropathologica Communications           (2024) 12:22 

for 3  h. Samples were dehydrated through cold graded 
ethanol of ascending strengths and embedded into LR 
White Resin (Electron Microscopy Sciences, Hatfield, 
PA, USA), which was allowed to polymerize overnight 
at 53  °C. Resin embedded tissue blocks were cut into 
array ribbons of 70  nm thick sections using an ultracut 
microtome (Leica,  Wetzlar, Germany) equipped with a 
Jumbo Histo Diamond Knife (Diatome, Hatfield, PA) and 
collected onto gelatin coated coverslips. For detection of 
colocalization between pathological proteins and syn-
apses, array ribbons were immunostained with a primary 
antibody against post-synapses (PSD95), pre-synapses 
(synaptophysin) and with the OC polyclonal antibody 
against fibrillar Aβ [12]. Sections were counterstained 
with 0.01 mg/mL 4′-6-diamidino-2-phenylindole (DAPI). 
For each experiment, a short extra ribbon was used as 
a negative control. Images were obtained on serial sec-
tions using an AxioImager Z2 epifluorescent microscope 
(Carl Zeiss, Oberkochen, Germany) with a 10× objective 
for tile scans and 63× 1.4 NA Plan-Apochromat objec-
tive for high resolution images. Images were acquired 
with a CoolSnap digital camera and AxioImager software 
with array tomography macros (Carl Zeiss). Images from 
each set of serial sections were converted into image 
stacks and aligned using the ImageJ plug-in, MultiStack-
Reg (courtesy of Brad Busse and P. Thevenaz, Stanford 
University) [39]. Regions of interest within the cortical 
neuropil were chosen (10  μm2) and their proximity to 
plaque edges recorded (< 20 μm from a plaque edge con-
sidered “near” plaques and > 20  μm from a plaque edge 
considered “far” from plaques). Image stacks were then 
binarised using thresholding algorithms in ImageJ. For 
synaptic staining, image stacks were binarised using an 
ImageJ script that combines different thresholding algo-
rithms in order to select both high and low intensity syn-
apses in an automated and unbiased manner. To examine 
pathological protein presence at the synapse, thresholded 
images were processed and analyzed in MATLAB to 
remove background noise.

Antibody production and radiochemistry
For PET imaging with antibody-based ligands (immu-
noPET), the bispecific brain penetrating Aβ antibod-
ies RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 [5] and RmAb158-scFv8D3 
[9] were used. While 3D6 binds to the N-terminus of 
Aβ [1], mAb158 preferentially binds to soluble Aβ 
protofibrils and to some extent also to Aβ fibrils [2]. 
Both bispecific antibodies actively enter the brain via 
receptor mediated transcytosis, using the TfR bind-
ing domain scFv8D3. The antibodies were produced 
recombinantly in Expi293 cells, according to previ-
ously described procedures [4] and radiolabeled with 
iodine-124 (124I) for PET imaging or with iodine-125 

(125I) for ex vivo studies [36]. In brief, for 124I-labeling, 
a [124I]iodide stock solution (Advanced Center Oncol-
ogy Macerata, Montecosaro, Italy) was pre-incubated 
for 15 min with half a volume of 50 µM NaI and then 
neutralized with 0.5% HAc and PBS. After adding 90 µg 
antibody, the reaction was initiated by the addition of 
40  µg Chloramine-T (Sigma Aldrich, Stockholm, Swe-
den) and, after 120  s, quenched with 80  µg sodium 
metabisulfite (Sigma Aldrich). For 125I labeling, a [125I]
iodide stock solution (PerkinElmer Inc., Waltham, MA, 
USA) was mixed with 40 µg of antibody in PBS and the 
reaction was initiated by the addition of 5  µg Chlo-
ramine-T (Sigma Aldrich) and, after 90  s, quenched 
with 10  µg sodium metabisulfite (Sigma Aldrich). The 
radiolabeled antibody was purified from non-reacted 
[125I]iodide with Zeba spin desalting columns (7K 
MWCO, 0.5 mL, ThermoFisher, Uppsala, Sweden). The 
molar activity of [124I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 and [124I]
RmAb158-scFv8D3 was 135 MBq/nmol and 133 MBq/
nmol, respectively.

The amyloid PET radioligand [11C]PiB, formulated 
in 10% ethanol in PBS, was synthesized as previously 
described with minor modifications to adapt the proce-
dure to our in-house built synthesis device (TPS) [13].

PET imaging
Eighteen months old tg-UppSwe, tg-ArcSwe, tg-Swe 
and wt mice underwent PET imaging with [11C]PiB 
or with either of the two antibody radioligands, [124I]
RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 or [124I]RmAb158-scFv8D3 (n = 3 
per ligand and genotype). For [11C]PiB-PET, mice were 
injected with 13.2 ± 2.9  MBq radioligand and PET data 
acquired between 40–60  min after injection was used 
for all subsequent analyses. For immunoPET, mice were 
given 0.2% NaI in the drinking water to reduce thyroidal 
uptake of 124I. The following day, the mice were injected 
with 8.7 ± 1.6  MBq of [124I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 or [124I]
RmAb158-scFv8D3, corresponding to an antibody dose 
of 2.3  nmol/kg body weight. Four days after antibody 
injection, mice were PET scanned for 60 min with either 
a Triumph Trimodality System (TriFoil Imaging, Chats-
worth, CA) or a nanoScan system PET/MRI (Mediso, 
Budapest, Hungary). PET scans performed with the Tri-
umph system were reconstructed with a 3-dimensional 
ordered-subsets expectations maximization, with 20 
iterations. The PET data acquired with the Mediso sys-
tem were reconstructed using a Tera-TomoTM 3D algo-
rithm (Mediso) with four iterations and six subsets. Each 
mouse underwent a CT scan following PET. All subse-
quent image processing was performed with Amide ver-
sion 1.0.4. The CT and PET data were manually aligned 



Page 5 of 16Pagnon de la Vega et al. Acta Neuropathologica Communications           (2024) 12:22 	

with a T2-weighted mouse brain atlas [22] for quantifica-
tion of activity in the cerebrum.

Single injection immunotherapy and brain distribution
To investigate potential acute treatment effects and to 
further assess brain distribution of the two antibodies 
used for immunoPET, 18-months-old tg-UppSwe mice 
were injected with PBS (n = 4), or with a therapeutic dose 
(32 nmol/kg) of RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 (n = 5) or RmAb158-
scFv8D3 (n = 5). The bispecific antibody preparations 
were supplemented with trace amounts (1.2  nmol/kg; 
18 ± 1.6  MBq/kg) of [125I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 or [125I]
RmAb158-scFv8D3 for quantification. After three days, 
the mice were euthanized by intracardiac perfusion. 
Radioactivity was quantified in brain and blood as well as 
in TBS16K, TBS-T and FA extracts of homogenized brain.

Ex vivo antibody brain distribution
After immunoPET imaging or administration of antibod-
ies at a therapeutic dose, the mice underwent intracar-
diac perfusion with 20 ml 0.9% NaCl during 2.5 min. The 
brains were then isolated and separated into right and 
left hemispheres, followed by a further division of the 
left hemisphere into cerebrum and cerebellum. To assess 
the concentration of antibody in the brain tissue, radio-
activity was quantified in the isolated brain regions using 
a gamma counter (Wizard 1480 Wizard™, Wallac Oy, 
Turku, Finland) and expressed as % of injected dose per 
gram brain tissue (%ID/g brain). To visualize brain distri-
bution of radiolabeled antibody, 20 µm cryosections from 
the right hemisphere were exposed to phosphor imaging 
plates (MS, MultiSensitive, PerkinElmer, Downers Grove, 
IL) for 7 days. Plates were scanned with a Cyclone Plus 
phosphor imager (PerkinElmer, Waltham, MA) at 600 dpi 
resolution. Radioactivity distribution was visualized with 
ImageJ using a royal lookup table and combined with 
Aβ42 immunostaining of an adjacent brain section.

Astrocyte cultures and Aβ uptake studies
To study interactions between Aβ and primary mouse 
astrocyte cultures, cerebral cortices of wt mice (n = 3) 
were dissected from embryonal day (E14) mice in Hank’s 
buffered salt solution (HBSS) supplemented with 50 U/
ml Penicillin, 50 mg/ml Streptomycin, and 8 mM Hepes 
buffer (ThermoFisher Scientific). The cortices were cen-
trifuged in fresh HBSS for 3  min at 150× g and then 
resuspended and dissociated into a homogenous solu-
tion. Any remaining blood vessels were allowed to sedi-
ment for 10  min. The supernatant was transferred to a 
new tube and centrifuged for 5  min at 150× g. The cell 
pellet was carefully resuspended in DMEM/F12 Glu-
taMax cell culture medium. The embryonic cortical stem 

cells were allowed to expand as neurospheres in DMEM/
F12 GlutaMax medium (Invitrogen) supplemented with 
B27 (Invitrogen), 100 U/ml penicillin, 100  μg/ml strep-
tomycin, 8  mM HEPES buffer, 10  ng/ml bFGF (Invitro-
gen, diluted in 10  mM Tris–HCl (pH 7.6) + 0.1% BSA 
and PBS) and 20 ng/ml EGF (BD biosciences), dissolved 
in MQ water). The cells were then dissociated and plated 
as a monolayer at a density of 3 × 104 cells/cm2 on cover 
glasses coated with poly-L-ornithine and laminin. The 
following day, the growth factors were removed to start 
differentiation, resulting in co-cultures containing ~ 75% 
astrocytes after 7  days. Differentiated cell cultures were 
exposed to 0.1 μM Cy3-labeled sonicated fibrils of Aβ1-
42Upp, Aβ1-42Arc or Aβ1-42wt. Control cultures received 
culture medium without Aβ. After 24  h, the cells were 
washed three times in cell culture medium and the cover 
slips were transferred to new culture dishes.

Preparation and Cy3 labeling of Aβ fibrils
To induce fibrillization, synthetic Aβ (200 µM in NaOH) 
was diluted in 2× PBS to a concentration of 100 µM and 
incubated on a shaker at 1500  rpm and 37  °C for 24  h. 
Tween-20 was then added to a final concentration of 
0.01%.

For the labeling process, a  Cy3AM antibody labeling 
kit (GE Healthcare, PA33000) was used. The fibrils were 
gently mixed in the coupling buffer by vortexing and then 
supplemented with Cy3. The mixture was incubated for 
1 h at RT in the dark, then purified from unreacted Cy3 
with dialysis in PBS with 0.01% Tween-20 for 2  h. The 
resulting Cy3-Αβ fibrils were diluted in sterile PBS to a 
final concentration of 0.5  mg/ml and sonicated at 20% 
amplitude, 1  s on/off pulses for 1 min (#VCX130, Vibra 
Cell sonicator, Sonics, CT, USA).

Immunocytochemistry
The cells were fixed for 15 min at RT with 4% paraform-
aldehyde, washed twice with PBS and permeabilized 
and blocked with 0.1% Triton X-100 (both from Sigma-
Aldrich) and 5% normal goat serum (NGS, BioNordika) 
in PBS for 30  min at RT. Primary antibodies, diluted in 
0.1% Triton X-100 with 0.5% NGS, were added and left 
to incubate for 1–4 h at RT or overnight at 4 °C. The cells 
were then washed 3 × 10  min with PBS before incuba-
tion with secondary antibodies (diluted in 0.1% Triton 
X-100 and 0.5% NGS) for 45 min at 37  °C or 1 h at RT. 
Cover slips were mounted onto microscope glass slides 
using VECTASHIELD hard set mounting medium with 
DAPI (DAKO). Imaging was performed using a Zeiss 
Observer Z1 Microscope, and the images were visual-
ized with the Zen 2012 software and representative 
40× images were captured. The primary antibodies used 
were chicken anti-Glial Fibrillary Acidic Protein (GFAP, 
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1:200, Abcam) and rabbit anti-lysosome-associated 
membrane protein-1 (LAMP-1, 1:200, Abcam). The sec-
ondary antibodies applied were AlexaFluor 488 (rab-
bit, 1:200, Thermofisher), and AlexaFluor 647 (chicken, 
1:200, Thermofisher).

GFAP ELISA
Quantification of GFAP in tg-UppSwe brain extracts 
was performed with a sandwich ELISA, as previously 
described [26]. Ninety-six-well half-area plates were 
coated over night with 25  ng/well of anti-GFAP anti-
body GA5 (Sigma Aldrich), then blocked with 1% BSA in 
PBS for 2 h at RT. The TBS16K and TBS-T brain extracts 
were diluted in ELISA incubation buffer (PBS, 0.1% BSA, 
0.05% Tween) and incubated over night at 4 °C, followed 
by 1  h incubation with 0.5  µg/ml polyclonal anti-GFAP 
(Dako, Z0334). Signals were detected with 0.5  µg/ml 
biotinylated goat anti-rabbit antibody in combination 
with HRP-conjugated streptavidin and K Blue Aqueous 
TMB substrate and read at 450 nm as above. A standard 
curve of recombinant GFAP (in-house produced [24]) 
was used for quantification.

TREM2 ELISA
Soluble TREM2 (sTREM2) was detected with a sandwich 
ELISA, performed in a similar manner as for the assays 
described above. Ninety-six-well half-area plates were 
coated over night with 25  ng/well of anti-TREM2 anti-
body AF1729 (R&D, Abingdon, UK), then blocked with 
1% BSA in PBS for 2 h at RT. The TBS16K and TBS-T brain 
extracts were diluted in ELISA incubation buffer (PBS, 
0.1% BSA, 0.05% Tween) and incubated over night at 
4 °C, followed by detection with 0.25 µg/ml biotinylated 
anti-TREM2 BAF1729 (R&D), HRP-conjugated strepta-
vidin and K Blue Aqueous TMB substrate and read at 
450  nm with a spectrophotometer. A standard curve of 
recombinant TREM2 was used for quantification.

Statistics
Data was analyzed using GraphPad Prism (version 6 and 
7, San Diego, CA). Comparisons of three or more groups 
were analyzed by one-way ANOVA for single datasets 
and by two-way ANOVA for multiple datasets, followed 
by Tukey’s post hoc test. A p value threshold of 0.05 was 
used for assessment of the statistical significance. Values 
are shown as means ± SD.

Results
Aβ production and deposition
Transgenic mice, tg-UppSwe, were designed to express 
human APP (hAPP) with the APPUpp (690-695Δ) muta-
tion [27] in combination with the APPSwe mutation 
(KM670/671NL), to increase the overall Aβ production 

[20, 25]. Quantitative PCR analysis showed that a sin-
gle copy of hAPP had been inserted in the tg-UppSwe 
genome (analysis range 0.87–2.05), which is low com-
pared to other APP-transgenic models. For example, 
tg-Swe and tg-ArcSwe mice that have a similar genetic 
design were found to harbor six and two hAPP cop-
ies, respectively (Additional file  1: Fig. S2A), which is 
consistent with their previously reported APP protein 
expression [21]. To investigate if the tg-UppSwe mice 
showed alterations in APP processing as previously 
found in the human APPUpp mutation carriers [27], 
α- and β-secretase cleavage of APP were investigated in 
brain tissue extracts. Consistent with analyses of human 
APPUpp carriers, tg-UppSwe mice displayed a relative 
reduction in the soluble APPα fragment (sAPPα), which 
is the fragment resulting from alpha-secretase cleav-
age of APP, as well as an increase in the soluble APPβ 
fragment (sAPPβ), the fragment resulting from beta-
secretase cleavage of APP (Additional file 1: Fig. S2B–D). 
Tg-UppSwe mice showed no difference in survival and 
displayed similar body weights as wt mice (Additional 
file  1: Fig. S3). To study production and deposition of 
Aβ in tg-UppSwe mice, sequentially extracted brain tis-
sue samples were analyzed with ELISA. In 4–6 months-
old mice, the TBS fraction, which reflects soluble Aβ, 
contained five- to ten-fold more Aβ1-40 compared to 
Aβ1-42. The levels of Aβ1-40 increased slightly with age, 
while Aβ1-42 levels showed a more pronounced increase 
(Fig. 1). The TBS-T fraction, reflecting membrane bound 
Aβ, displayed a pattern similar to TBS, but with slightly 
higher levels of both Aβ1-40 and Aβ1-42. In the FA frac-
tion, representing insoluble brain Aβ (including fibrils in 
plaques) tg-UppSwe  brain displayed low concentrations 
of Aβ1-40, with only a small increase with age, suggesting 
a very low degree of Aβ1-40 deposition. In contrast, Aβ1-
42 increased dramatically from the youngest age group 
(4–6  months) to the next age-group and then further 
as the mice aged, finally displaying an almost 100-fold 
higher concentration compared to Aβ1-40 (Fig. 1).

To visualize Aβ deposition over time, brain tissue 
sections from tg-UppSwe mice at different ages were 
immunostained for Aβ40 and Aβ42. In line with the low 
Aβ1-40 levels in FA brain extracts, Aβ40 staining was 
virtually absent in all age groups, except for a few diffuse 
deposits in hippocampus of the oldest mice (Fig. 2A). In 
contrast, deposition of Aβ42 was observed already at five 
months of age and a substantial number of plaques could 
be observed at eight months. Plaque pathology initially 
appeared in frontal cortex and then in hippocampus, 
increasing across the cerebral cortex until 18 months of 
age, when also the thalamus was affected (Fig. 2A). Dif-
ferently sized Aβ42-containing plaques appeared in both 
cerebral cortex (Fig.  2B) and hippocampus (Fig.  2C). 
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Array tomography analysis revealed that in the brain of 
18-month-old tg-UppSwe mice, synapses appeared less 
dense around Aβ plaques. Moreover, aggregated Aβ co-
localized with both pre- and post-synaptic markers in 
and around Aβ deposits (Fig. 2D).

In vivo PET imaging of Aβ pathology
To further study the nature and structure of the Aβ pathol-
ogy, 18-month-old tg-UppSwe mice were investigated by 
in  vivo PET imaging, in comparison with tg-ArcSwe, tg-
Swe and wt mice. First, mice were scanned with the small 
molecule amyloid PET radioligand [11C]PiB, considered to 
be the “gold standard” radioligand for in vivo PET of Aβ 

Fig. 1  Brain Aβ concentration in tg-UppSwe mice. Aβ1-40 and Aβ1-42 concentrations in tg-UppSwe mice of different ages (n = 10 per group, equal 
sex distribution), measured in brain homogenates sequentially extracted with TBS, TBS-triton (TBS-T) and formic acid (FA). NB the different units 
on the y-axes

Fig. 2  Aβ neuropathology in tg-UppSwe transgenic mice. A Aβ40 and Aβ42 immunostaining of tg-UppSwe mouse brain sections from different 
age groups. Magnifications, indicated by red squares, of cerebral cortical (B) and hippocampal (C) Aβ42 staining from 18-month-old tg-UppSwe 
mice. The blue squares represent the region displayed in the higher magnification images. Scale bar: 200 µm. D Synaptic staining of 70 nm thick 
serial brain sections from 18-month-old tg-UppSwe mouse stained for pre-synapses (synaptophysin; yellow), post-synapses (PSD95; magenta) 
and fibrillar Aβ (OC; cyan) with composite images in (IV and VIII). Synaptic staining was qualitatively reduced within plaques (arrows I–IV). 
Three-dimensional reconstructions (V–VIII) demonstrated Aβ staining within both pre-synapses (arrow, V) and post-synapses (arrow, VI). Panels I-IV 
show segmented images from a single section and V-VIII show zoomed in 3D reconstructions of five serial sections. Scale bars: 10 µm (I–IV) or 1 µm 
(V–VIII)
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brain pathology. Despite the abundant Aβ pathology, as 
assessed with ELISA and Aβ immunostaining, no [11C]PiB 
signal was observed in the tg-UppSwe mice. As expected 
from previous observations, both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe 
mice displayed a clear [11C]PiB signal in frontal cortex 
(Fig. 3A), corresponding to the distribution of Aβ pathol-
ogy in these transgenic mice [36]. To corroborate the [11C]
PiB-PET results, post mortem brain tissue from all three 
models was stained with ThS, which is structurally closely 
related to PiB. Again, no signal was detected in tg-UppSwe 
mice, while both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice displayed 
abundant Aβ42 immunostaining of parenchymal plaques 
(Fig. 3A).

Next, the mice underwent immunoPET imaging 
with radiolabeled, brain penetrating bispecific anti-
bodies (Fig.  3B), which have previously been demon-
strated to visualize diffuse Aβ pathology in the brain of 
various mouse models [23, 36]. When imaged with [124I]
RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 all three mouse lines, especially tg-
UppSwe, displayed a high brain signal, with significant 
retention of the antibody-based radioligand in cortex, 
hippocampus and thalamus. In contrast, PET imaging 
with [124I]RmAb158-scFv8D3, did not generate any sig-
nal in tg-UppSwe mice. However, both tg-ArcSwe and 
tg-Swe mice displayed [124I]RmAb158-scFv8D3 retention 
signals comparable to those of [124I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 
(Fig. 3C). The quantification of PET signals (Fig. 3D), as 
well as the quantification of ex  vivo measured radioac-
tivity in perfused brain tissue (Fig. 3E), verified the anti-
body’s retention pattern observed with PET. To closely 
examine the distribution of [124I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 in 
the tg-UppSwe mouse brain, ex vivo autoradiography was 
performed on fresh frozen tissue from perfused brains 
of PET-scanned mice. A nearly complete overlap was 
observed between immunostaining and antibody reten-
tion (Fig. 3F).

Antibody reactivity and single‑injection immunotherapy
To assess 3D6 and mAb158 binding to Aβ deposits post 
mortem, brain tissue sections of the three mouse mod-
els were immunostained with either of the two antibod-
ies and compared to Aβ40 and Aβ42 double staining. 
The 3D6 staining largely overlapped with the double 

Aβ40 + Aβ42 staining in all models. However, while tg-
ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice displayed a similar staining 
pattern for mAb158 and Aβ40 + Aβ42, tg-UppSwe 
mice displayed a very faint mAb158 staining that only 
partly covered the surface stained with Aβ40 and Aβ42 
(Fig. 4A). Sequentially extracted brain homogenates from 
the PET scanned mice were then analyzed by ELISA. 
In the FA fraction, Aβ1-40 was the dominating Aβ spe-
cies in both tg-Arc-Swe and tg-Swe mice, whereas it was 
detected at very low levels in tg-UppSwe mice. Levels of 
Aβ1-42, on the other hand, were comparable between 
tg-UppSwe and tg-ArcSwe mice, but slightly higher in 
the tg-Swe model (Fig.  4B). Soluble fractions were ana-
lyzed with the 3D6-3D6 ELISA that detects aggregated 
Aβ from the size of a dimer and higher. In the TBS100K 
extract, representing the most soluble fraction, tg-Upp-
Swe mice displayed significantly lower levels of Aβ aggre-
gates compared to tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice (Fig. 4C). 
In the TBS16K fraction, containing larger soluble aggre-
gates and diffusely deposited aggregates, the pattern was 
opposite with higher levels in tg-UppSwe compared to 
both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice. The TBS-T fraction, 
with membrane associated Aβ, showed only small dif-
ferences between models (Fig. 4C). When analyzing the 
fractions with the mAb158-3D6 ELISA, which primar-
ily detects Aβ aggregates of larger sizes, the TBS100K 
fraction was found to contain a higher proportion of 
mAb158 positive Aβ aggregates in tg-UppSwe compared 
to tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice, while the TBS-T fraction 
showed the opposite pattern. In the TBS16K fraction, the 
three models displayed no differences in the fraction of 
mAb158 positive soluble Aβ aggregates (Fig. 4D).

Next, we wanted to investigate whether a single anti-
body injection could reduce brain levels of soluble Aβ 
aggregates in tg-UppSwe mice, similar to what has previ-
ously been shown in the tg-ArcSwe model [38]. A thera-
peutic dose (32  nmol/kg body weight) of radiolabeled 
RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 or RmAb158-scFv8D3 was thus 
administered to 18-month-old tg-UppSwe mice. First, 
the antibody distribution in the brain was investigated 
by quantification of radioactivity in both whole brain and 
in brain extracts prepared from mice euthanized at three 
days after injection. Similar to the PET experiment, the 

(See figure on next page.)
Fig. 3  PET imaging. A Sagittal [11C]PiB-PET/CT images of 18- months-old tg-UppSwe mice in comparison with tg-ArcSwe, tg-Swe and wt mice, 
acquired 40–60 min after [11C]PiB injection, with corresponding post mortem brain tissue stained with thioflavin S (ThS, scale bar: 200 µm) and Aβ42 
immunostaining (scale bar: 50 µm) below. B Bispecific Aβ antibody undergoing transcytosis across the BBB endothelium. Radiolabeled bispecific 
Aβ antibody ligands were used for in vivo immunoPET imaging four days after injection. C ImmunoPET/CT images of 18-month-old tg-UppSwe, 
tg-ArcSwe, tg-Swe and wt mice, injected with [124I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 or [124I]RmAb158-scFv8D3. D Quantification of immunoPET data in groups 
of mice (n = 3 per group). E Ex vivo quantification of brain radioactivity in the same mice as (D). F Aβ42 immuno-staining, ex vivo autoradiography 
(AR) and an Aβ42/AR merged image of brain sections from tg-UppSwe mouse injected with [124I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3. ***P < 0.01
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Fig. 3  (See legend on previous page.)
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[125I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 brain-to-blood concentration 
ratio was substantially higher than that of [125I]RmAb158-
scFv8D3 in the whole brain (Fig.  4E). Despite its lower 
total brain concentration, [125I]RmAb158-scFv8D3 dis-
played a higher distribution to TBS16K and TBS-T extract 
compared to [125I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3. Approximately 
95% of the antibodies were found in the FA fraction, 
which showed a similar distribution pattern as the whole 
brain, with higher concentration of [125I]RmAb3D6-
scFv8D3 compared to [125I]RmAb158-scFv8D3 (Fig. 4E). 

However, unlike previously seen in tg-ArcSwe mice 
[38], none of the antibodies reduced the concentration 
of soluble Aβ aggregates in neither the TBS100K nor the 
TBS16K brain extracts prepared from the tg-UppSwe mice 
(Fig. 4F).

Glial cell responses to AβUpp
In brain tissues from 18-month-old tg-UppSwe mice, 
astrocytes stained for glial fibrillary acidic protein 
(GFAP) did not co-localize with Aβ to a large extent, 

Fig. 4  Aβ immunostaining and ELISA-based measurements of Aβ aggregates in brain tissue from tg-UppSwe, tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice. A 
Immunostaining of tg-UppSwe, tgArcSwe and tg-Swe brain tissue sections (hippocampus, 40× magnification) with 3D6 (yellow, upper panel) 
or mAb158 (yellow, lower panel) in comparison with double staining using Aβ40 and Aβ42-specific antibodies (green). Scale bar: 200 µm. B ELISA 
quantification of total Aβ1-40 and 1-42 levels in FA brain extract. C 3D6-3D6 ELISA quantification of total Aβ aggregates in TBS100K, TBS16K and TBS-T 
brain extracts. D mAb158 positive fraction of the total Aβ aggregates detected by 3D6-3D6 ELISA in TBS100K, TBS16K and TBS-T brain extracts. E 
Distribution of [125I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 and [125I]RmAb158-scFv8D3, three days after administration of these bispecific antibodies at 32 nmol/
kg body weight (therapeutic dose) to 18-month-old tg-UppSwe mice, expressed as a brain-to-blood radioactivity ratio in whole brain tissue 
(Brain) and in TBS16K, TBS-T and FA extracts. F Soluble Aβ aggregates in TBS100K and TBS16 K brain extracts from 18 months old tg-UppSwe mice 
three days after administration of a therapeutic dose (32 nmol/kg) of [125I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 or [125I]RmAb158-scFv8D3, in comparison with PBS. 
Non-significant (ns), *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, ***P < 0.001
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while both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice of the same age 
displayed intense GFAP staining in close proximity to 
the Aβ-staining (Fig.  5A). When quantified by ELISA, 
tg-UppSwe mice showed lower GFAP levels in TBS sol-
uble brain extracts (Fig. 5B) and only a modest increase 
in TBS-T extracts compared to wt mice (Fig. 5C). How-
ever, both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice displayed elevated 
levels of GFAP in both TBS and TBS-T brain extracts 
(Fig. 5B, C).

To further investigate the astrocytic response to Aβ 
aggregates, primary mouse astrocyte cultures were 

exposed to sonicated, fluorophore-labeled fibrils of syn-
thetic AβUpp (present in tg-UppSwe), AβArc (present in tg-
ArcSwe) or Aβwt (present in tg-Swe) (Fig. 5D). The AβUpp 
fibrils were readily visible in the culture but seemed to 
cluster on the cell surface rather than being phagocy-
tosed. This was supported by the lack of co-localization 
between AβUpp and the lysosomal-associated membrane 
protein 1 (LAMP-1). In contrast, both AβArc and Aβwt 
were found in the vicinity of LAMP-1 positive struc-
tures, suggesting that they had been taken up by the cells 
(Fig. 5D).

Fig. 5  Astroglial response to Aβ. A Aβ40 + 42 and GFAP immunostaining of brain tissue from 18-month-old tg-UppSwe, tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe 
mice. Co-localization of Aβ and GFAP was lacking in tg-UppSwe mice but was abundant in tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice. Scale bar 100 µm. ELISA 
quantification of GFAP in TBS (B) and TBS-T (C) brain extracts from 18-months-old wt, tg-UppSwe, tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice. Not significant 
(ns), **P < 0.01, ***P < 0.001. D Schematic description of the procedure to establish primary astrocyte monocultures originating from the cerebral 
cortices of embryonic mouse brain. Primary astrocyte cultures were exposed to sonicated, Cy3-labeled fibrils of synthetic AβUpp, AβArc or Aβwt (all 
Aβ1-42). Cells were stained for GFAP, LAMP-1 and cell nuclei (Dapi). While AβUpp clustered on the surface of cells, AβArc and Aβwt appeared to be 
phagocytosed to a larger extent. Scale bar: 20 µm
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Immunostaining of Aβ deposits in combination with 
the microglial markers TREM2 and Iba-1 revealed a 
similar pattern as for astrocytes. In 18-month-old tg-
UppSwe mice, microglial staining did not co-localize 
with Aβ deposits, while both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice 
of the same age showed robust staining of both micro-
glial markers in the vicinity of Aβ deposits (Fig. 6A). The 
microglial response to Aβ pathology was further evalu-
ated by ELISA analysis of soluble TREM2 (sTREM2) in 
TBS16K and TBS-T brain extracts from the three models 
and age matched wt mice. Only background sTREM2 
levels were detected in tg-UppSwe mice, while both tg-
ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice had elevated sTREM2 in both 
TBS16K and TBS-T (Fig. 6B, C).

Discussion
Historically, APP transgenic mice have proven useful to 
further our understanding of the pathological processes 
of AD, as well as for the development of novel therapeu-
tic and diagnostic approaches. Notably, the Aβ protofibril 
selective monoclonal antibody mAb158 [2], the murine 
parent antibody of lecanemab, was developed and evalu-
ated in our laboratory using the in-house developed tg-
ArcSwe mouse model to assess therapeutic efficacy [19]. 
The tg-ArcSwe model has been particularly valuable for 
studies of antibody target engagement, as it presents Aβ 
pathology closely resembling that in sporadic AD, both 
in terms of structure [42] and biochemical properties 

[29]. Here we demonstrate that the newly generated tg-
UppSwe mouse model, designed in the same way as tg-
ArcSwe, displays all the primary pathological features 
of the APPUpp deletion that causes early-onset familial 
AD [27]. Similar to human APPUpp carriers, tg-UppSwe 
mice show an increased Aβ promoting β-secretase cleav-
age in combination with a suppressed anti-amyloidogenic 
α-secretase cleavage. Notably, tg-UppSwe mice carry 
the Swedish APP mutation, which enhances β-secretase 
cleavage. Still, β-secretase cleavage was markedly higher 
compared to both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice, which 
both carry the Swedish APP  mutation. The potential 
impact of APPUpp on γ-secretase cleavage has not been 
studied previously. Here, we found that the soluble brain 
extract from young tg-UppSwe mice have an Aβ42/Aβ40 
ratio of around 1:10. This suggests that APPUpp does 
not significantly affect γ-secretase cleavage, in contrast 
to the APP mutations near the C-terminal end of the 
Aβ domain and the presenilin (PSEN) mutations, which 
cause a shift from Aβ40 to Aβ42 (reviewed in [7]). Similar 
to the APPUpp patient brain [27], the tg-UppSwe mouse 
brain features plaque pathology dominated by Aβ42, with 
only minimal Aβ40 contribution. Tg-UppSwe mice lack 
expression of Aβwt and, although they harbor only one 
copy of hAPP, they display an early and extensive deposi-
tion of small diffuse plaques that appear in frontal cor-
tex already at 6–8  months and later across the cerebral 
cortical and hippocampal regions, with deposition also in 

Fig. 6  Microglial response to Aβ. A Aβ, TREM2 and Iba-1 immunostaining of brain tissue from 18-months-old tg-UppSwe, tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe 
mice. Scale bar: 100 µm. ELISA quantification of soluble TREM2 in TBS16K (B) and TBS-T (C) brain extracts from 18-months-old wt, tg-UppSwe, 
tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice. Not significant (ns), *P < 0.05, **P < 0.01, ***P < 0.001
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thalamus at 18 months of age. Thus, this aggressive Aβ42 
pathology can likely be attributed to a rapid Aβ aggrega-
tion [27] rather than an overproduction of AβUpp1-42.

PET imaging was employed to further investigate the 
structure of Aβ pathology in the living mouse brain, 
using three different radioligands. The clinically used 
amyloid radioligand [11C]PiB, which binds to dense core 
plaques, did not detect Aβ pathology in tg-UppSwe mice. 
This is partly consistent with the modest [11C]PiB signal 
seen in patients carrying the APPUpp deletion despite 
substantial Aβ deposition in the brain [27]. As seen in 
prior studies [3, 36], both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice 
showed signals corresponding to areas rich in ThS posi-
tive Aβ pathology. The strongest [11C]PiB-PET signal was 
observed in the tg-ArcSwe model, known to develop Aβ 
fibrils structurally similar to those in sporadic AD brains 
[29, 42]. In contrast to [11C]PiB, immunoPET with [125I]
RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 produced a strong signal in tg-Upp-
Swe mice, which appeared even stronger than that in tg-
ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice. Although this difference was 
not significant, the result is striking as the total level of 
Aβ (i.e. Aβ1-40 + Aβ1-42), as determined by ELISA, was 
much lower in tg-UppSwe compared to tg-ArcSwe and 
tg-Swe mice. ImmunoPET imaging conducted four days 
post injection of the antibody ligand requires that the 
antigen is immobile in the tissue, suggesting that mostly 
diffuse and fibrillar deposited Aβ will be detected. This 
was confirmed by the observation that approximately 
95% of [125I]RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 was found in the FA 
fraction of tg-UppSwe brain post mortem, supposedly 
bound to the diffuse plaque pathology, whereas only a 
small fraction of the antibody was detected in the TBS 
and TBS-T soluble brain fractions. We speculate that the 
less compact structure of the tg-UppSwe plaques pro-
vides a better accessibility for the antibody and a higher 
number of available binding sites compared to the dense 
plaques found in tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice.

Surprisingly, PET imaging with the Aβ protofibril selec-
tive antibody [125I]RmAb158-scFv8D3 did not detect Aβ 
in tg-UppSwe mice, while both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe 
mice displayed high signals, suggesting a structural dif-
ference in Aβ aggregates between the mouse models. It 
has been reported that the conversion from soluble Aβ 
protofibrils to fibrils requires a conformational change of 
the aggregate into a cross-β structure [33]. As mAb158 
preferentially binds to soluble Aβ aggregates [30, 35], we 
hypothesize that fibrillization of AβUpp leads to a struc-
tural change, where the mAb158 epitope becomes inac-
cessible in fibrillar tg-UppSwe Aβ deposits. The rapid 
aggregation of AβUpp could explain why tg-UppSwe mice 
had the highest proportion of mAb158 positive Aβ aggre-
gates in the most soluble fraction (TBS100K), indicative 
of a high proportion of large soluble aggregates before 

formation of insoluble fibrils. Interestingly, the abso-
lute levels of TBS100K Aβ aggregates were extremely low 
in tg-UppSwe compared to tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice, 
suggesting that soluble Aβ aggregates in tg-UppSwe 
mice are rapidly converted from mAb158 positive, solu-
ble Aβ protofibrils into fibrillar Aβ, while adopting a 
structure that is poorly detected by the Aβ protofibril 
selective mAb158. This is in line with the structural dif-
ference of AβUpp compared to Aβwt fibrils proposed by 
previous preliminary cryo-EM analyses [27] and would 
explain the low immunoPET signal seen with [124I]
RmAb158-scFv8D3 in tg-UppSwe mice. The low levels 
of soluble Aβ aggregates could also explain why neither 
RmAb158-scFv8D3 nor RmAb3D6-scFv8D3 demon-
strated a therapeutic effect on soluble Aβ aggregates in 
the TBS100K fraction. These results are reminiscent to 
those when treating AppNL-G-F mice with a single injec-
tion of RmAb158-scFv8D3 [6, 31].

In AD, Aβ pathology is accompanied by tau pathol-
ogy and extensive neuroinflammation. No tau pathology 
was observed in tg-UppSwe mice. In addition, and con-
trary to tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice, very little activation 
of microglia or astrocytes was detected around plaques 
in the tg-UppSwe brain. Moreover, cell-based experi-
ments illustrated that astrocytes in culture did not inter-
nalize AβUpp, whereas both Aβwt and AβArc were readily 
taken up by the cells. The observations discussed above 
suggest at least two potential  explanations for the lack 
of glial involvement—low levels of diffusible Aβ oligom-
ers or a structural difference of the full-sized fibrils. We 
have previously reported that cultured astrocytes effec-
tively ingest Aβwt protofibrils as well as sonicated fibrils. 
We have, however, noticed that larger fibrils are not eas-
ily phagocytosed by the astrocytes. Moreover, astrocytes 
process Aβwt differentially depending on its aggregation 
state. While the cells easily degrade monomeric proteins, 
larger oligomers and sonicated fibrils are accumulated 
intracellularly [15, 16, 37, 43]. These studies suggest that 
Aβ protofibrils or sonicated fibrils of Aβwt can be pro-
cessed by and activate astrocytes, while monomers and 
full-sized Aβ fibrils do not have the same effect. Here, 
AβUpp fibrils were not taken up by astrocytes to the same 
extent as Aβwt or AβArc fibrils. It remains to be investi-
gated whether this reduced uptake is due to a difference 
in the structure of the sonicated fibrils or to re-fibrilliza-
tion of AβUpp fibrils into larger structures that cannot be 
internalized by the astrocytes due to their size. In addi-
tion, we have previously observed synergistic effects of 
astrocytes and microglia in the processing of Aβ aggre-
gates [32]. Hence, a reduced astrocytic uptake of AβUpp 
fibrils could lead to decreased cytokine release, which 
could contribute to a reduced activation of microglia 
around the plaques.
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Previous studies have suggested a direct link between 
oligomeric Aβ and microglial activation via the TREM2 
receptor [18], and that this interaction can be influenced 
by different cleavages and post-translational modifica-
tions that could affect Aβ aggregation [10]. In the current 
study, we observed a lack of microglial staining associ-
ated with Aβ deposits in tg-UppSwe mice, while both 
tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice displayed abundant stain-
ing of both the general microglial marker Iba-1 and the 
more AD specific  marker TREM2. The ELISA analysis 
of sTREM2 confirmed this pattern, with sTREM2 levels 
in tg-UppSwe in the same range as observed in wt mice, 
while both tg-ArcSwe and tg-Swe mice had elevated 
levels. Importantly, TREM2 in combination with TAM 
receptors, has been implicated in the process of com-
pacting Aβ deposits into dense plaques [8]. The absence 
of TREM2 upregulation in tg-UppSwe mice thus sug-
gests that AβUpp oligomers do not interact with TREM2 
to induce compacting of Aβ plaques, resulting in a wide-
spread, diffuse Aβ pathology with small deposits in all 
major brain areas. While this could be due to a differ-
ence in structure of AβUpp oligomers, we hypothesize 
that the extremely rapid conversion from oligomers to 
fibrils may also be a plausible explanation for the lack 
of glial involvement in the tg-UppSwe brain. The degree 
of microglial activation has not been studied in human 
APPUpp mutation carriers and a direct comparison with 
the human situation would be further complicated by 
the fact that the only APPUpp mutation carrier who has 
come to autopsy also has a TREM2 mutation [28], which 
in itself may have an effect on microlgial activation and 
distribution around Aβ deposits.

In conclusion, the novel tg-UppSwe mouse model 
that harbors the APPUpp mutation recapitulates the 
pathological mechanisms of human mutation carriers. 
We here demonstrate that the aggressive aggregation of 
AβUpp results in low levels of soluble Aβ oligomers, but 
abundant and widespread diffuse Aβ deposits that differ 
structurally from aggregates of Aβwt and AβArc, as visual-
ized by in vivo PET imaging. Additionally, we show that 
different Aβ structures are distinctly recognized by indi-
vidual Aβ antibodies. The unique properties of AβUpp 
result in minimal glial activation and, as a consequence, 
fewer compacted dense amyloid plaques. The tg-Upp-
Swe mouse thus serves as a valuable model for studying 
various aspects of Aβ plaque formation as well as glial 
involvement in AD pathogenesis. These findings could 
have important implications for the continued develop-
ment of disease-modifying therapies for AD.
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